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S ally Taylor, landlady of the Woolpack 
Inn, Shefford, died suddenly on 28th 
September 2012 

Before the Woolpack, Sally ran the Three 
Horseshoes in Renhold with her late hus-
band, Len. On Shefford Fair Night in Octo-
ber 1985, Sally opened the doors of the 
Woolpack. She ran the Woolpack in her own 
way, and a radical external paint-job and 
signage announced that the Woolpack was 

 

Originally a Whitbread tenant, Sally bought 
the Woolpack in 1992, under the Beer Or-
ders.  She encouraged her customers in 
lively conversation and in love of music. She 
supported darts, dominoes and cribbage 
teams within the local leagues, and provided 
a home for displaced teams from pubs with 
less-enlightened licensees. Sally supported 
the Shefford Town Cricket Club, providing 
teas for their home fixtures at the adjacent 
Digswell Park. 

Parties included the parrot-themed and Hal-

dancing on the tables was not unknown! 
Open fires at each end of the room provided 

whose clothing would change as regularly 

as her seating position within the pub al-
ways entertained. 

Visitors were bemused by the bric-a-brac 
and paintings on display throughout the pub, 
even in the lavatories each of which had a 
price tag; it seemed that everything was 
available to buy! Loving art, curios and trin-
kets, she would spot bargains and re-offer 
them to customers. Not for profit  Sally 
donated the proceeds to a range of chari-
ties.  

Sally carried a range of ever-changing beers 
from the free trade, including those from 
Sarah Hughes, Green Jack, Timothy Tay-

breweries. Beers to suit all tastes were as 
important to Sally as to her appreciative 
regulars. 

Sally Taylor ran the Woolpack in her own 
inimitable way for almost 27 years. She will 
be sorely missed, and Shefford is a poorer 
place for her passing.     

Alan Brewster 
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